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large scale. Engines totaling five or even ten thousand horse power are not impossible.
Surprising indeed are the possibilities of size development in ships of this type. If we were to build an airship with a diameter twice the one we have been considering, or of forty meters (132 feet) and give it a length of ten times the diameter, its total lifting power would be 1,200,-000 pounds, or 600 American tons. Such a ship could probably carry two or three hundred passengers besides her crew, her engines and enough fuel to run her across the ocean at high speed, despite the fact that the engine-power would have to total 12,000 horse-power to give her a speed of fifty knots per hour.
A monster airship like this would cost a million dollars to build and equip. But even at that figure it is not improbable she could carry a greater number of passengers in proportion to her construction and operation cost than a modern steamship costing six or seven millions of dollars.